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A Journey from being Sheto being He

~“g O\ ndia, land of unity in diversity, a
I ! place where even animals are

~ worshipped. A country which is
famous for its faith and heritage. But
even there, lies an
illusion of right
and wrong.
Society holds the
power to judge
you with its ortho-
dox beliefs. Every
B now and then, we

B forget that we all

#% are same under-
—_ s neath, that we all
M are made of flesh
') and bones. Then
"Whow can we
\ decide who is

h superior and who
vr 5 isinferior. How do
you say that cer-
tain people

leges others are
getting? Why are there horrible whispers
haunting souls who are aready strug-
gling for basics?
In the times of overpopulation, their
emotions are solitary.
How long will she keep talking to his
shadow?
Why do society want to put clothes of
explanation on everything? Why don't
they let few things remain naked, myste-
rious, original, raw?
Uncovering the story that lay invisible
between the lines of society's exploita
tion.
Better still I'm writing about her doubts,
her triumphs, her achievements, her
heartbreaks, her joys and her struggles.
Finding her place in a world which has
already decided on her behalf. A unique
person with still fighting with pronouns,
for sheishe. Osheen Jha
Thisis her life, her vision, her struggles
in the world of double standards.
"Stop, are you insane? Do you even real -
ize what you were just going to do?"
Tears filling her eyes she looked down,
maybe her eyelids were as heavy as her
soul.
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"Look in my eyes, you stupid. You
recently celebrated pride month with all
joy, you got recognition, you were
applauded and you were happy. What
changed that?"

Words were scarce, all she felt was
numb.

"Do you want to focus on people who
get you or are you going to give those

people, who bring you down, the power
to lead you here?"

Finally, she spoke, "I got your point. |
won't repeat thisagain, ever”. Taking her
sleeping pills to her room, she went to
bed. This wasn't the first time when
death seemed a better option to her. After
all, thisworld isn't kind to everyone and
living sometimes is harder than going
on.

She lay on bed, sleep miles away.
Closing her eyes, she can remember
clearly the whispers behind her back in
long corridors, the judging looks of her
own friends and most importantly, all the
betrayal of her loved ones. Why, because
she wasn't normal? Who isto say what is
normal and what isn't? And would it
exist in nature if it wasn't supposed to
be? Abandoned and shamed, she tried to
bejolly. But the world never let her be. It
constantly reminded her of her differ-
ences. In her despair, she felt so deeply
that ending her life was the only option.
If anything stops you from crossing bor-

ders of life to afterlife, that's love.

At some point, she thought she finally
found some. And that gave her strength
to go on. Boys never fascinated her, was
that wrong if she loved a girl?Even
doubts creeped in her mind, the easy
acceptance was bothering her. Seasons
change, its their nature; love stays same
but when it changes, it changes all that

remains. When her love left, it wasn't
because love ended. It was because her
love wasn't strong enough to take a stand
against the fake norms of sexuality. With
reluctance, Osheen tore the papers filled
with words of love.

"All my life people were glad to see me
leave, yet | thought that wouldn't be the
case thistime. You proved what | always
tried to discard.”

Fears were turning into reality; monsters
were walking out of her dreams. When
love failed to ignite hope, peace died
inside the mind. Now her heart yearned
for recognition and respect.

Gender dysphoria, rapes, heartbreak
were mere breeze; dealing with preju-
dice was a hurricane which turned her
world upside down, every single day.
When you don't like something, you can
just turn your attention from it. Gaining
subscribers on YouTube and teaching
about Indian culture, Osheen faced more
criticism as her popularity increased. Yet
from temples she was pushed away.
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People kept their distance asiif they were
afraid of being contaminated.

Though Osheen did everything with
meticulous care. But what would it do to
her?

Soon she stopped bleeding. She didn't
choose that yet it happened. People who
taunted her during those days and
blamed her for mood swings now were
furious. As what a girl will she be, if she
doesn't bleed? She was different she
knew and now she was changing.
Courage, perseverance and unending
will shattered.

She smelled of incense to others but all

she could smell was rising self- hatred.
And she hated herself for that too.

She grew from being ainnocent girl to a
naive teenager, being different making
her question her own existence.
Dejection set like an iron shawl around
her shoulders.

Darkness has its own magnetism, living
being more complex than black hole.
Artists have no form. Similar is Osheen,
who was driven by the tension between
desire to communicate and the desire to
hide but was incapable of either.
Osheen isknown for his pragmatic intel-
ligence and secretly is good numerolo-
gist. People like to call him for council.
Osheen deciphers everyone. But he lacks
true friends, love and most importantly
respect. Osheen's weakness is his inabil-
ity to say no to people with sad hearts.
But he denies herself even single ray of
hope.

Still being the warrior that he is, he
turned his misery into laughter. He por-

trayed a comedy character, which got
viral. It was not child's play. Crying
while aone, he made people laugh. For
days, weeks and months, his medicine
were the only eatables he had. Self- pity
and fear of rejection layered his mouth
like sand and mud. Lonely nights made
him crave for alove that will fill the void
dug by the society. Yet every morning it
seemed a silly notion.

Osheen spent a great deal of time argu-
ing with society which would only rant
and make him feel more miserable. Yet
he kept patience for he wanted to be
someone he hadn't been before.

Change is the only constant yet scares
us the most. Sometimes the outcome
disappointsusyet all we candoistotry.
Life teaches us painful lessons. Osheen
was gifted with beautiful vocals but
world at times was so busy in judging
her to even notice. He also is interested
in old epic tales. Her words calm others
yet she never feels the same. A listener
needs someone who listens, too.
Humans, ever so extraordinary!

Love comprises her brain. There is dif-
ference in gender and sexuality.
Socially created vain ideas of what is
male and what is female suffocatepeo-
ple like him. Some people have a gen-
der identity that doesn't match the sex
they were born in. Remember, thisisn't
a choice they made, its what they are.
Acceptance is rare yet we can try to be
kind. Communities and their support
aren't enough, even if it is something.
Around 38% people of LGBTQ com-
munity have been harassed at work and

homes. Because of this violence and
discrimination, the life expectancy of
transmen and transwomen of colour is
only 35 years old. Despite of rights of

In Osheen's words:

Kyumujherokte ho merakirdaarnibhane se,
kyu mujherokte ho mere hi jeso ko chahne se,
hai yeh samajkibediyaan

jo padihain mere pairomein,

kyu niihatadete in janjeero ko
jisnetujhgjanamdia hai
usnemujhebhijanamdia hai,

fir kyu tumnemujhealag mana hai,

hu main terejaisa hi,

par mere jhukavalag hai,

fir ismekyagalat hai kimein

apnejese se hi ishq krta hu.

Ye koi apradh nahi, koi paap nahi,

ye sirfpyar hai.

Loveis Love.

LGBTQ community in India, to change
their legal gender, post sex reassign-
ment surgery under legislation passed in
2019, their rights are not respected.
Society must understand that this
shouldn't be an issue or taboo. Being
human is more necessary than being
born as one. It is the right of every
human being to choose their gender,
even Supreme Court (2014) pro-
nounced. Yet society never fails to
pass offensive comments about one's
sexual orientation or gender identity.
Though there are people who under-
stand and respect choices others
make. Still we are along way in mak-
ing an environment, where everyone
is accepted and can be whatever they
want to be.

Palak Gupta (Writer) Akanksha (Editor)
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